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Pre-Approval of WRD 395/ENG 482: 

Writing Center Theory and Pedagogy and WRD 396: 

Writing Fellows: Theory and Practice  

for L-7 and H-2-X 
 

The following proposal was presented to TLA on 9/27/07 by Michelle Navarre 

Cleary. It passed by a vote of ten in favor, one abstention, and no opposition 
on 9/27/07. See TLA Meeting Report.  WRD 396 approval was added by 

Gretchen Wilbur on 1/18/11 

A. Course title: WRD 395/ENG 482: Writing Center Theory and Pedagogy 

B. Brief course description 

WRD 395/ENG 482 is necessarily a course about teaching writing. Our focus 

will be on preparing you to manage effective writing consultations or 
“conferences” in the Loop and LPC Writing Centers, operated by the 

University Center for Writing-based Learning. Toward that end we will focus 

on such issues as: the role(s) of the writing consultant (tutor) in assisting 
the teacher/student relationship; strategies for interpersonal and 

intercultural interaction; strategies for helping students identify grammatical 
problems and correct them; strategies for explaining the relationship 

between grammar and effective rhetoric; strategies for effectively assisting 
ESL (English as a Second Language) students; and consulting with students 

using computers. While our immediate concerns will be necessarily practical, 
we will consistently strive to theorize those practical activities and to 

recognize and account for institutional realities that both inhibit and make 
possible the work that writing centers do. You can expect to learn a great 

deal about writing and the teaching of writing through this course by 
fulfilling your practicum requirement and by reading and discussing the 

assigned texts.    
 

C. Course title: WRD 396 Writing Fellows Theory and Practice 

 
D. Brief Course Description 

 
Writing, Rhetoric, and Discourse 396: Writing Fellows Theory and Practice is 

a limited enrollment, invitation-only seminar on tutoring writing across the 
curriculum. WRD396 focuses on both intellectual inquiry into the issues of 

writing and the teaching of writing, as well as practical strategies that will 
help achieve you achieve your goals as Writing Fellows. Just like the work 
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Fellows do in your assigned courses, this class is based on an ethic of peer 

collaboration. Throughout the quarter we will read articles designed to 
familiarize you with theories of writing and tutoring and write to 

stimulate thinking about the issues these theories raise. We will 
also consider how the works we read apply to your experiences 

as Writing Fellows. 

E. Competence(s): L7 (collaborative learning) and H-2-X 

F. Justification:  

 
Students who agree to be Writing Center tutors must take WRD 395/ENG 

480. As tutors, these students do SNL a great service by making the Writing 

Center more adult-student friendly and clearer on the concept of SNL. This 
pre-approval streamlines the course transfer process for the students who 

take WRD 395/ENG 480. 
 

WRD 396 is very similar to WRD 395. The difference between these two 
courses is in the training of two different types of Writing Center 

representatives: the Fellows (ENG 396) work with students and instructors 
in assigned courses while the Tutors (ENG 395) work with students that visit 

the Writing Center. 
 

 
Justification for L7: Writing theory and adult learning theory bear a 

remarkable similarity, with both fields promoting student-centered, 
experiential, active and collaborative learning. This is the case because both 

fields have been influenced by some of the same scholars (such as Vygotsky 

and Freire), the same realizations (students learn better by doing rather 
than by just listening), and the same challenges (including diverse student 

preparation and lots of anxiety). Writing centers developed as an attempt to 
put into practice theories of collaborative learning through peer tutoring. 

This class will allow students to explore both the theory and the practice of 
collaborative learning as students and as peer tutors.  

 
Here is what the instructor of WRD 395, Pete Vandenberg, has to say about 

how the class explores collaborative learning: 
 

“As you would know, . . . the very notion of collaborative learning as it 
relates to writing germinated in rhetoric and composition more than twenty 

years ago as a response to the early work on writing and cognition.  In 
writing center scholarship, it traces back to Bruffee's work on Oakeshott in 

the early 1980s, which created the very idea of "peer tutoring."  Quite 

simply, without theories of collaboration, there would be no contemporary 
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"writing center."  The concept of collaborative learning and writing-to-learn 

are so intertwined and so deeply embedded in the project of writing center 
training that the two cannot be separated.  Indeed, it is hard to imagine 

anyone approaching anything related to writing and writing instruction at the 
postsecondary level without making theories of social epistemology and their 

practical (pedagogical) consequences explicit. 

Competence Statement for H-2-X: (Developed in 2005 by Michelle 
Navarre Cleary and Jennifer Holtz based upon the course description and 

with feedback from interested faculty). 
 

Competence: Can develop and implement theory-based practice for guiding 
writing tutorials. 

 
1. Develops understanding of related interpersonal and intervention theories 

through course-based work 
2. Successfully demonstrates implementation during a practicum of at least 

three hours per week at either the Lincoln Park or Loop Writing Center. 
 

 
 


